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The Evolution of Legal Researches in
Mainland China

Suli Zhu*

Abstract

Legal research in mainland China has been developing over the
past 30 or more years, with three major schools forming: politics and
law; doctrinal analysis of law (Rechtsdogmatik); and law and social
sciences. This paper analyzes the rebirth of the school of politics and law,
which has been once severely criticized during the 1980s and 1990s. The
boundaries between doctrinal analysis of law, mainly in criminal law and
civil law, and research in other sections of legal practices, such as
intellectual property, commercial law, antitrust, etc., are increasingly
vague or overlapping. | also anatomize the problems that law and social
sciences researchers must confront and overcome.

KEYWORDS: legal scholarship, Mainland China, politics and law,
doctrinal analysis of law, law and social sciences.
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