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The Unbearable Heaviness of

Reproductive Duty:

The Social Meaning of the Smoking Ban on Pregnant
Women in Taiwan’s Tobacco Control Law

Hsiao-Wei Kuan™

Abstract

503

In 2007, Taiwan amended one article of the Tobacco Control Law

in order to ban pregnant women from smoking. Although there is no

punishment for a violation of this article, the unique regulation on

women’s body has its social meanings. This study utilizeds a discourse

analysis of the legislative records of the discussions and reviews in the

drafting of the ban. From a Foucaultian perspective, this study reveals

that this ban embodies a social discipline on women's bodies from which

the micro powers are derived in forms other than state enforcement. This

ban portrays a smoking woman as a bad mother and places an

unbearable responsibility on women’s reproductive bodies, which

already have to bear a variety of burdens from family, society and state.

KEYWORDS: tobacco control, Foucault, reproduction, body, discipline.
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