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Review

LATOUR, B. (2010). THE MAKING OF LAW: *
AN ETHNOGRAPHY OF THE CONSEIL D’ETAT
(M. Brilman & A. Pottage, Trans.). Cambridge: Polity.

Tzung-Mou Wu™**

Abstract

Known for his laboratory studies, B. Latour applies the Actor
Network Theory which he adapted from his previous works on
science and technology to apply to his participant observation of the
French Conseil d’Etat. Without any legal background, the observer
conducts his fieldwork in France’s supreme administrative court,
which, composed mostly of National School of Administration
(ENA) graduates, not only adjudicates, but also advises the
government. He focuses on the allocation of legal operation’s
physical substrates, as well as on features of its language use. In his
sense, the condition which guarantees the objectivity of legal
operation is the subjective attitude of “detachment”, while that of
scientists stems from the characteristic that the research object
follows a set of rules free from researchers’ inner status. Latour
refuses to reduce the Law to speech acts, instruments of social and/
or economic structures, or a self-referential system. Instead, he
argues that the ontology of the Law is a web that is made of thin
lines attributing words to someone and that covers the whole society.

* The first draft of this book review was presented in the personal research
conference held on Oct. 11, 2011. I acknowledge the participants’ useful discussion
as well as the productive criticisms and comments of the two anonymous reviewers.
All remaining errors are mine.

**  Assistant Research Professor, Institutum Iurisprudentiae, Academia Sinica.
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BTE - WiEesz H ks 5l A B B AR5 12 —HYRoger Guillemin
G 0 TR 1975 1977 RTRIAE & I/ LB BB A BT R 5e 4B V)
WHZEFT(Salk Institute for Biological Studies)#i%s FCEIZAY H & LIE
IR - 58 Bt FH Latour Bil 25 B R E2 it & E2 52 Steve Woolgarfjii 452
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B 8BRS ey (MR ) E3CRR2002429 H it Ry
1F - EEATARERST o Latour Y AR EE A A0k Ay HE p FEE Ry -
19844F 51 ¥ Louis PasteurEi 19{H o R 5 Bk & R A B LLE SR 2R
By (TP S EEAISE ) (S E (EITEERAIBF) ) 5 1987
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17) 5 1999EELIESCHIR (B ARMIENS * AN FRIEEAHERE) + LA
Fe200243 H DUESCHIR (EETimeos BEERE T ) - HerE
i~ i e e o L R fi K

DUT AR B A d RLER B 7 S Y Latour R (5.3 2006 4F By - (T2%
FATRRERG » o A1 9964 FA SR 2717 57 ~ FEAERE AT A1
B T RIERERE | (Science Wars)' o JEE L FARRIER T E T
HLatourBY 7 IF R R I Z B BB FUEH « BRTA B Latour
B A 2 B S T SR i B R AR B2 s TS TS HFE R
F19984F (L) HEsETIHHATERHIE % » Latours AJRR
200044 H &G #E K B BB EEE R G M EE o 20044300 1)
{TLatour{E 19834 #4 A EH S H <L 2% o STSHIFEREII A/ E [

1 Latour & ix %> K 2 1 % (Conservatoire national des arts et métiers) » 198231
2006 % B R i 301783 F | = ek M w42 ® K % £ 7 £ 4 1 (Ecole nationale
supérieure des Mines de Paris) » 23t £17374L § £ 77 7 ¢« (Centre de sociologie
de I’innovation) » 2006 4= 3 4 =% * ¥ 5o/ ¥ e (Institut d’études politiques
de Paris) o B>t TR ERL | e > £ LHIIME > P8 PRL 2ol —

"R E e ) ke d Ak L wEFY 35818 > T 141 (2005
E)o

2 %A Bruno Latour ¥ > E8e4£i¥ > £ &3 AW Lehfld 24 % 1268 o

T 48 (1998+# ); Bruno Latour % » 2 % 2 j#rd £ > § % » 1268 » F52
(1998+# ) -

3 %2 Bruno Latour ¥ » {3 40F > BN - BFHT > NBEBAL 2 F o e
T EF B FAMS AT A 0 F216-263 (2004 ) ° See Bruno
Latour, Give Me a Laboratory and I Will Raise the World, in SCIENCE OBSERVED:
PERSPECTIVES ON THE SOCIAL STUDY OF SCIENCE 141, 141-70 (Karin D. Knorr-Cetina




iz 347

BRER AR o 20064F ES AT SR Fh 38 R Bl R A T
&1 > Michael Lynch . 7F H 5 3 E#H 5% 18 K Latoury) ( BIEELEST
) * o 20084F B EEELE S T o B SCHEHIS | A Latour FARTHE (3
FREERAE) B (BRNEE) REFREBEENEOaEE
B3 T e L e

A AR (%) —FWIRAE200249 H FHEEZ Découverte
HHRR T DU SCFIAT o 2 B PN % A B 22 B B e TR » A S 0
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DA M A RN » SBIRSURIIR AN » AFE FHEE
(Fabrique du droit) FIEIRHEW AR T 8hGE T 8EEH - EE
TR ) - RIS E A E Rk B i S T EUARE Y Rk 34 © S5 HHIE
72 Latour [ 1970 LUSGE & B BRERE M2 W PR RO FE R « 2
AR EAERETRER (TR FLRAIRERZ=MEE - £FH
B TR e (WIRGEE TTEE, BEE ) BRI 0 ARt
EWtE R ETTEOERE S B TRIES R E B (WRBEEI Y
"R ) o BB SCGRERRSN o TR ) AVEE AT RE 2R
R~ MEECE /DRI S 7B UBRR BE SR A B S8 B B 14
(conventionality) (ZNHFE "igfE "(Fik., HIEE) -

FAENHEEREFAIMS » LatourfE 2 Bt &7 2257 Gabriel Tarde
(1843-1904) B A 20114F-4 H B¢ {H 1793 B jit & 2 %X Harold Garfinkel

& Michael Mulkay eds., 1983), available at http://www.bruno-latour.fi/sites/default/
files/12-GIVE-ME-A-LAB-GB.pdf.

4 See Michael Lynch, Law, Science, and Society: Expert Knowledge in Legal Disputes,
in BIENNIAL REVIEW OF LAW, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY: LEGAL CONSTRUCTION OF
PUBLIC HEALTH RiSKS 2007, at 1, 16, 21 (Wen-Tsong Chiou ed., 2008).

5 FAEMIE PEFFT A I @R FF L0 ap R Hiawags o

Pruis it ) = A dh- B R JTt D R g o 200951 HE B 21 B
FRET D HFE G FEFL pd B 5 A G E - F97-100 (2010 ) e

6 Voir LATOUR (B.), La Fabrigue du droit: une ethnographie du Conseil d’Etat, Paris:

Découverte, 2002.
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