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Discrimination after Death?
An Empirical Study on Gender Preference
in Distributing Estates by Will

Sieh-chuen Huang*, Yun-chien Chang™* & Su-Li Her***

Abstract

This article uses two types of data to examine whether Taiwanese
people favor male successors over female successors in distributing
estates. Administrative data published by the Ministry of the Interior and
the Ministry of Finance are comprehensive yet aggregate in nature.
Analysis of the administrative data reveals that the value of immovable
property acquired by male successors is higher than that acquired by
female ones. Compared with court judgments, reconciliation, mediation,
and agreement of division of inheritance among successors, acquisition
of immovable property through wills shows more male preference. In
addition, the values of total and net estates given to female successors
are much lower than those given to male ones.

This article also uses a unique data set of 1,793 Taiwanese wills to
conduct the first large-scale, quantitative study of wills in Taiwan. These
wills are not statistically representative but are rich in information. Our
analysis of the will data shows that less than 2% of the studied wills
exhibit obvious gender preference (either favoring male successors or
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favoring female successors while excluding successors of the other
gender from benefiting from estates). If we change to a broader
definition, that is, to say a will has a male/female preference by looking
at whether its beneficiaries are male/female only, wills with a male
preference account for 35% of the wills, whereas wills with a female
preference account for 12%. Furthermore, male testators show more
male preference than female testators, and testators over 75 years old
reveal more male preference than testators under the age of 75. Where
the wills were drawn up does not produce a statistically significant
difference.

KEYWORDS: patriarchy, gender equality, wills, immovable property,
disclaimer, notarize, authenticate.




