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Hidden Hands:
A Legal-historical Study of Youth Labor in Taiwan

Yen-Chi Liu*

Abstract

The number of youth workers in Taiwan has declined sharply over
the past decades owing to the expansion of higher education as well as
sub-replacement fertility, leading to the scarcity of laws dealing with
youth labor. The current legal protection of youth workers is therefore
not satisfying. Recent legal controversies over youth labor have
demonstrated the contradiction and failure in governmental policies.

Youth labor in Taiwan has transformed from human capital under
Imperial Japan, to a part of the total labor mobilization, and to a vital
source of cheap labor in the postwar era. The influence of the state
policy on youth labor is ubiquitous. Great social changes in Taiwan have
contributed to the dichotomy of “adults and children” as well as that of
“schoolwork and labor,” presenting the state with a conundrum for
enacting policies for youth labor. Additionally, conflicting regulations
contribute to both the visibility and invisibility of young workers in the
legal system. Drawing on historical archives, this article analyzes the
legal history of youth labor in Taiwan and argues that schoolwork is also
part of the division of labor; therefore, youth labor is as productive as
adult labor. Only recognizing youth labor as a form of true labor can we
make young workers visible in our society.

KEYWORDS: children, legal history, youth, labor, students of cooperative
education, apprenticeship, child labor.

* Assistant Professor, Graduate Department of Law, School of Law, Fu Jen Catholic
University.




