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Identifying Information of Gamete Donors:
To Disclose or Not to Disclose

Yun-Hsien Diana Lin™

Abstract

As a result of his wife’s receiving artificial insemination by the
donor sperm, the legal father will have no genetic connection with the
child. Does the child have the right to know his or her genetic origin, or
the identifying information of that particular sperm donor? The purpose
of this article is to examine the current practice of donor anonymity in
Taiwan, whether mandatory disclosure of identity is necessary, and what
factors should be considered in system designing. Firstly, whether
Interpretation No. 587 by the Constitutional Court can serve as the
foundation for the right to know one’s genetic origin is discussed, and
references were drawn from other jurisdictions that implement the law of
mandatory disclosure. Next, the article elaborates why mandatory
disclosure is not the best practice from four aspects. Finally, based upon
empirical research conducted in Europe and the US case law,
California’s system of selective disclosure is recommended as the
middle ground.

* Associate Professor, Institute of Law for Science and Technology, National Tsing Hua
University.
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