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Retrospect and Prospect of Taiwan
Historical Research of Criminal Justice in
the Recent Thirty Years

Cheng-Yu Lin*

Abstract

Criminal justice is the system of practices and institutions which
deal with “crime” and “punishment”, from how to criminalize, to how
the state or authority deters, investigates and sanctions crimes, and even
about how the state or authority punishes these people who violate the
law. The history of criminal justice involves historical research
institutions, social facts, and relevant actors related to criminal justice,
for example, the police, the courts, and prisons. Through the history of
criminal justice research, we can find the character of social control in a
nation or region, and the relationship between law and society. This
article reviews recent studies about the history of criminal justice in
Taiwan, during the past 30 years, then chooses some issues to analyze, in
order to find the developments and issues worth investigating in the
future.
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