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Comment & Note

Assessing Eyewitness Identification
Evidence in Taiwan:
A Psychological Perspective

Mong-Hwa Chin*

Abstract

This article evaluates whether the current test for the reliability of
eyewitness memory and identification in Taiwan conforms to the latest
psychological findings. It is a common understanding that eyewitness
identification is not totally reliable. However, over the past 30 years,
psychologists have further revealed that the problems of eyewitness
identification are far more complicated than most people assume.
Eyewitnesses can be influenced by a broad range of issues, including the
nature of human memories and suggestive identification procedures.
Many of the variables proven to have effect on eyewitnesses are
counterintuitive, which means that a guideline based on laws of
experience is no longer sufficient to identify the flaws of such evidence.
Therefore, a more thorough guideline is needed.

This article is divided into six parts: introduction, an evidence law
perspective on eyewitness identification, psychological discoveries on
eyewitness identification, constructing an ideal eyewitness identification
procedure, a discussion on how the court should evaluate the reliability
of eyewitness identification evidence, and finally, the conclusion.

KEYWORDS: memory, eyewitness identification, evidence, psychology.

* SJD Candidate, Duke University School of Law.
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